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When he was not taking part in an official
ceremony, the king lived in the open air, and
acquired there a more robust health. Long walks
in the woods or across the countryside delighted
him. His capacity for walking, his need for
exercise and his vitality surprised the courtiers;
and his stay at Vincennes helped to strengthen
and develop him physically. Nevertheless the
Regent wished to get back to Paris and his amuse-
ments, and he consulted doctors on the possibility
of Louis XV's returning to his capital. The
Faculty hesitated, from fear of a recent smallpox
epidemic, and advised waiting till the first frosts
which would purify the atmosphere.

On Monday 3oth December the royal procession
reached the Tuileries; the child-king was delighted
with this new change and his year ended in joy;
the gloomy events which had saddened the king-
dom could not yet cloud his brow.
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